Source of material 1.5 mmol 3-Methylbenzoic acid was dissolved in appropriate amounts of ethanol and its pH was controlled in a range of 5-6 with 2 M NaOH solution. Then an ethanolic solution of LaCh (0.5 mmol) was dropped. The mixture was heated under reflux with stirring for 2 h. Single crystals were obtained from the mother liquor after 4 days at room temperature.
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Discussion
To our knowledge, lanthanide carboxylate complexes display a variety of structural types, such as mono-nuclear molecular, binuclear units and coordination polymers. Different carboxylic acid ligands or lanthanide ion possibly affect the structures of their complexes. The molecular structure of the title complex (I) is different from complexes of the lanthanide 3-methylbenzoates Nd(C8H 7 C>2)3 (II) and Tb(C8H 7 02)3 (m) [1] [3] . In complex n, the Nd ions are linked together by three 3-methylbenzoato groups in chelatingbridging. In complex HI, the Tb 3+ ions are linked by two 3-methylbenzoato groups in chelating-bridging and one 3-methylbenzoato group in bridging mode. In the title complex, Lal 3+ and * Correspondence author (e-mail: zouyq@263.net) 
